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Polarization arising from the reflection of
light by a water sur

Wehner 2001, J Exp Biol










Typical defensive behaviours

Horvath et al. 2010 Proc R Soc Lond B
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Experiments with models mﬁh*
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Equus burchelli
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Did zebras evolve
a striped coat
pattern as
protection against

tabanid flies?

Equus grevyi

Egri et al. 2012, J. Exp. Biol.
stripe width w (cm) srieta , . Exp. Bio



number N of trapped tabanids
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Egri et al. 2012, J. Exp. Biol.
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If you cannot make it — fake it!
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PRODUCT SEARCH Q ¥ YOURBASKET IS EMPTY

RIDING WEAR LEISURE WEAR HORSE STABLE BRANDS SPECIAL OFFERS

BUZZ-OFF ZEBRA FULL NECK FLY
SHEET

by Bucas
FrRoM: £99.00 PRODUCT ID: BUO3

The Bucas Buzz-Off Zebra Full Neck Fly Sheet is a fly, insect and UV
protective rug made from a specially developed lightweight fine mesh
fabric with zebra print.

Zebra print? Yes, really. This fly sheet doesn't just look amazing, there's
a scientific principle behind it too.

Scientists painted wooden pallets containing vegetable oil different
patterns of black and white stripes or all black or all white. These
pallets were then placed in a fly-infested field and results showed that
there were far more flies in the black painted pallets, fewer in the white
but the fewest flies of all were found in the pallets painted with very
thin black and white stripes.

Afterwards, researchers carried out a similar trial on model horses
covered in glue. At the end of 59 days, the black horse had caught 562
flies, the brown one 334, the white one 22 and the zebra patterned
horse had just 8! It is thought that the flies find the stripes confusing
and as a result they tend to steer clear.

Based on this research, Bucas has developed a fly rug with thin zebra-
like stripes, to keep horses free from the stresses of summer flies for
good. The mesh blocks even the smallest of insects and reduces the
effects of ultravoliet radiation.

- The overlapping, padded and lined front provides superb comfort




A true story




Thank you! -

Prof. Susanne Akesson

by Gyo6rgyKriska

250 "I've already solved the Tabanid problem."
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