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>4400 species 
of  

horse flies 
(Tabanidae) 
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Polarization arising from the reflection of 

light by a water surface  

Wehner 2001, J Exp Biol 
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Typical defensive behaviours 

Horváth et al. 2010 Proc R Soc Lond B  



Experiments with models in the field 

Horváth et al. 2010 Proc R Soc Lond B  

Sir David Attenborough visiting our field site in his  
BBC series Attenborough's Natural Curiosities. 



Measurements of linearly polarized 
horse-reflected light 
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Did zebras evolve 
a striped coat 
pattern as 
protection against 
tabanid flies?  

Egri et al. 2012, J. Exp. Biol. 
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If you cannot make it – fake it! 



A true story 
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Thank you! 
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